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The Great Gatsby Literary Essay
The obvious content of The Great Gatsby story describes the frustrating affair between lovers. However, the theme of the American dream is also demonstrated in the novel. Fitzgerald explains the perception of the American dream in the 19th century. Most Americans at the time desired to earn more money and acquire an esteemed social status. The period was also distinguished by industrialization, which provided an opportunity for all citizens to succeed financially. However, people who came from wealthy families had a higher potential to gain more prosperity and live the dream. For example, Nick explains that his father advised him never to judge anyone, and he also reminded him that ‘all the people in the world haven't had the advantage you've had.' The people who pursue the American dream during the era were driven by greed, which destroyed the morality of the dream (Fitzgerald, 1925). 
Fitzgerald uses the characters' lives in the novel to demonstrate this philosophy. Gatsby was extremely focused to attain wealth that he used illegal practices such as dealing with illicit drugs. The character spent most of his wealth to hold parties each Saturday night in his house. These parties also attracted people who shared the same social status as Gatsby. Other immoralities such as infidelity also resulted from the party. Gatsby used the social event to lure Daisy, who was already married to Tom. The immoralities also caused the death of Gatsby towards the end of the novel. Fitzgerald (1925) also tries to demonstrate that the American dream was meant to make the citizens happy. Gatsby had fallen in love with Daisy despite their difference in wealth and social status. Daisy's family was wealthy, and she appeared to enjoy expensive possessions. On the other hand, Gatsby came from e humble family. Therefore, Gatsby worked hard to attain a lifestyle that he assumed would make Daisy happy. His extravagant lifestyle had worked, and even though it was wrong, Daisy became closer to him. This attraction made him happy during the short time he was involved with Daisy. 
Those who achieved a high status also excluded themselves from the rest. The setting of the novel describes the classification that existed in America. For instance, Gatsby and the other characters in his life lived in East Egg. The area was dominated by citizens who had acquired an upper-class income. Additionally, most of the people had worked to attain their income, unlike West Egg, which encompassed people who had inherited their wealth. Fitzgerald uses the symbol of the green light to explain the state of the American dream. Nick explains how Gatsby's dream was motivated by ‘the green light at the end of Daisy's dock.' The dream seemed perfect, and Gatsby spent each year working hard to win Daisy's attention (Fitzgerald, 1925). He gained a lot of wealth over the years in an attempt to fulfill his dream. Similarly, Americans consider the dream as their green light. They devote their daily efforts to achieve their financial goals. 
The narrator of the story uses a sympathetic tone to describe his frustration when Gatsby's dream does not determine a lifetime of joy. He says, "He had come a long way to this blue lawn, and his dream must have seemed so close that he could hardly fail to grasp it. He did not know that it was already behind him, somewhere back in that vast obscurity beyond the city, where the dark fields of the republic rolled on under the night." Fitzgerald also uses the valley of ashes as a symbol to demonstrate the social deterioration of the American dream. The valley of ashes was part of the city that was dirty, and the poor lived there. Nick also explains how he met Tom's mistress in this region. Fitzgerald uses this symbol to explore further how people ignored their principles and focused only on financial acquisitions. The symbol describes how the youth who have achieved their dreams live. They ignore their moral obligations because they only care about their own desires. Tom was unfaithful to his wife Daisy and traveled to the valley of ashes to have an affair with Myrtle. 
To sum up, Fitzgerald organized the novel in a chronological order to explain the state of the American dream. He uses narration as a style to enable the reader to understand the philosophy from the narrator's point of view. The setting of the entire story also aids the explanation. The different classes demonstrated in different parts of America describes the social impact of the American dream. The main story is set in an upper-class area where most people are living the dream. The characters in the novel also demonstrate how different citizens perceive the American dream. Some of the people, such as George work hard to achieve their financial status. Gatsby uses illegal means while Tom ignores philosophy (Fitzgerald, 1925).  
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